To the Editor:
Globally, nurses have embraced the concept of health promotion, a concept that includes human-environment interactions (Gillis, 1995) . Nurses, in particular nurse practitioners (NPs), also have become leaders in the health promotion movement (Gillis, 1995) . Most NPs verbalize an intent to provide primary care services to underserved populations (Ferguson, 1996) . These populations are typically located in poor inner city and rural areas, and are recognized as having disparate levels of exposure to both societal and environmental hazards (Ferguson, 1996; Olden, 1996) .
In response to Bellack's article in the July issue of the AAOHN Journal ("Environmental health competencies: A survey of nurse practitioner programs," 44[7]; 337-344), I would maintain that most NP programs prepare NPs to function competently in these settings, and do incorporate a considerable degree of environmental health content in the curriculum. I would concur with one of the survey respondents that, because environmental health content is often integrated and taught as part of the learning process, the degree of relevant content may not have been readily apparent to survey respondents. Environmental health content includes,but is not limited to, environmental risk awareness and the early detection and treatment of cancer, lung dis-6 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ease, and other acute and chronic conditions that have been linked to exposure to toxins in the air, water, and soil. NP graduates are thereby provided with baseline environmental health competencies, and learning is expected to continue to be relevant to the NP's particular practice setting.
I agree that more advanced practice nurses need to become involved in public policy. They need, however, not only to become involved in environmental public policy, but also in urban planning, economic development, transportation, housing, and social service policy (Maroldo, 1992) . It is well recognized that past reductions in morbidity and mortality have been primarily attributable to changes in lifestyle factors, not increased medical technology, and the World Health Organization premises that future improvements in global health hinge on improving health prerequisites, such as food, shelter, education, income, social justice, stable ecosystems, and sustainable resources (Hancock, 1993) .
Indeed, NPs need to be knowledgeable about environmental health issues, but understanding humanenvironment interaction is relevant not only for primary care providers. I would challenge that efforts need be made at all levels of America's educational system to increase the environmental literacy of each of us as global citizens (Wilke, 1995) .
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